Book Description
A girl on the brink of womanhood, Shanti Bamzai is a budding artist with big dreams. Rather than enter into an arranged marriage she embarks on a journey into the unknown to chart her own destiny. She navigates Art College, a marriage of her own choice and motherhood. In India, she battles pressures of traditional expectations and her own burning desire to become an artist. A move to America presents exciting opportunities but Shanti is hemmed in by the restrictions of her upbringing. Her children become adults and her marriage becomes a shell of what it once was. Shanti must find the courage to step out of her husband’s shadow and into the life she always dreamed of.
Awards 

Winner, the National Indie Excellence Award

Finalist, the Next Generation Indie Book Award

Selected Reviews
Readers' Favorite:
"The Immigrant Wife: Her Spiritual Journey is a story revolving around the chief protagonist, Shanti Bamzai, a girl who dares to follow her heart and her dreams.... As she immigrates to America and starts raising her family in a different, freer culture, she slowly comes to the realization that she is still not free and is conforming to the ideas of what society expects from a woman. This is her story of finding her wings, so to speak, and takes us through the highs and lows across different cultures and continents.... The novel is rich in content and the writing is exceptional. An excellent book, providing a rich and authentic look into Indian society and culture." 
Kirkus Review:
THE IMMIGRANT WIFE is a work of literary fiction following Shanti Bamzai who, in the late 1950s in Kashmir, India, is determined to pave her own way outside her parent's expectations and the cultural upbringing she dislikes. Escaping the more traditional path that her sister took, Shanti cuts ties with her family and pursues her dreams. But even as she moves to America and enters into a marriage she thought she wanted, she finds that her cultural upbringing is still restricting her life and causing her pain, and she must figure out how to be outside of her ties to her husband truly becoming herself. There is a lot to like about THE IMMIGRANT WIFE. The author writes with authority and emotion about Shanti's issues and the struggles she faces trying to overcome her family's wishes, and the reader really roots for Shanti. . . . With compelling characters, the story builds to a satisfying climax. Readers of historical fiction and those who enjoy reading about India will find much to love in these pages, as will fans of women's fiction.
Prof. and Author Laurence A. Glasco (University of Pittsburgh)
A winner. The Immigrant Wife: A Spiritual Journey is beautifully written. The story weaves many small strands into an intriguing tapestry, much like the paintings of our heroine, Shanti. It paints two pictures one of the beautiful Valley of Kashmir and the beautiful hills of Western Pennsylvania. Shanti’s quiet determination to stay true to herself, her art, and her family is inspirational. I loved it! 
